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Senate

Indian Institute of Science Education and Research Berhampur

Minutes of the 22" Meeting
20 December 2024 (Friday) at 2:30 pm

Board Room, ITSER Berhampur

The 2024-2/22nd meeting of the Senate, IISER Berhampur was held on 20
December 2024 (Friday) at 2:30 pm in the Boardroom (through Hybrid Mode). The
following members were present:

1. | Prof. Ashok Kumar Ganguli,Director, IISER Berhampur Chairperson

2. | Prof. Tara Chandra Kandpal, Former Professor, Department | Member
of Energy Science & Engineering and Former Dy Director,
IIT Delhi (Joined online)

3. | Prof. K George Thomas, Professor of Chemistry and Dean of | Member
Faculty Affairs, IISER Thiruvananthapuram (Joined online)

4. | Dr. Prosenjit Mondal, Professor, Biological Sciences and Member
Dean (Faculty Affairs) (Joined online)

5. | Prof. Joydip Mukhopadhyay, Head, EES and Dean Member
(International Relations)

6. | Dr. Thirupathi Barla, Dean(R&D) Member

(Joined online)

7. | Dr. Ritabrata Sengupta, Associate Dean, Academic Affairs Member
HoD, Computer Sciences

8. | Dr. Malay Kumar Rana, Associate Professor, HoD (Chemical | Member
Sciences) (Joined online)

9. | Dr. Prem Prakash Pandey, Associate Professor, HoD Member
(Mathematical Sciences)

10. | Dr. Bodhisatta Nandy, Associate Professor, HoD (Biological Member
Sciences and Student Affairs)

11. | Dr. Shashi Bhusan Singh, Associate Professor, HoD Member
(Physical Sciences) (Joined online)

12. | Dr. Nihar Kanta Patra, Librarian Member




Academic Affairs (PG)

13. | Dr. R Selvi Bharathavikru, Assistant Professor, Associate
Dean, Outreach (Joined online)

14. | Dr. Victor Mukherjee, Assistant Professor, Physical Sciences | Member
(Joined online)

15. | Mr. Amal Chacko, Student Representative-UG Member
(Joined online)

16. | Ms. Bandita Das, Student Representative-PhD Member
(Joined online)

17. | Dr. Prosenjit Daw, Assistant Professor, Coordinator, Special Invitee

18. | Shri Pradeep Kumar Ray, Registrar Secretary
The following members could not attend the meeting:

1. | Prof. Reetika Khera, Professor of Economics, IIT Delhi Member

2. | Dr. Shikha Gahdhi, Assistant Professor, Chemical Sciences Member

3. | Dr. Natasha Sharma, Assistant Professor, Physical Sciences Member
and Warden

4. | Dr. Arunkumar Krishnan, Assistant Professor, Biological Member
Sciences

5. | Dr. Jose Sebastian, Assistant Professor, Coordinator, Special Invitee
Academic Affairs (UG)

6. | Dr. Chandan Maity, Coordinator, Academic Affairs Special Invitee

The following are the outcomes of the Senate Meeting:

| S.No. ] Items

21.1

the following agenda items were taken up.

The Chairperson of the Senate extended a warm welcome to all Senate
members on a happy note as this is the first meeting of the Senate on
the Permanent Campus of IISER Berhampur. The members were
apprised that during the last one and a half years, remarkable steps
have been taken to improve the Institute's academic standard by
revamping various processes, guidelines, and regulations. Thereafter,

22.1.1

July 2024

Confirmation of Minutes of the 21st Meeting of the Senate held on 29

I




After the circulation of the Minutes of the Meeting, a few members
shared their inputs. After a detailed discussion on the inputs, the
Senate approved the following:
Change in requirements in PhD thesis submission: The Associate
Dean, Academic Affairs (ADoAA) requested a review for the decision
taken in the last Senate. After deliberation, the members decided that:
1. the student should have at least one published/accepted paper as
a major contributor or the lead author in a recognised research
journal before submitting the thesis synopsis, and
2. the thesis should be evaluated by at least one Indian examiner,
at least one foreign examiner, and the mentor.
The requirement for an RPC committee member to evaluate the thesis,
other than the mentor, was scrapped. After deliberation, the Senate
suggested implementing the proposal for any thesis submitted on or
after 1st of January 2025.

21.1.2 | Report on Action Taken on Decisions of the 21st Meeting held on 29 July
2024
The Senate noted the following action taken report on the decisions of
the Senate made in its 21st Meeting held on 29 July 2024:
Item Discussion Item Action Taken
21.2.1 | Changes in the PhD curriculum Being implemented
21.2.2 | Introduction of “FA” grade and Award Implemented
of "AU” grade
21.2.3 | Registration for the minor degree Being implemented
21.2.4 | Introduction of new courses and Implemented
revision of existing course contents
21.2.5 | Rationalising course codes for the Implemented
Computational Data Sciences minor '
program
21.2.6 |[To consider and recommend to the Implemented
BoG for award of BS-MS, MS degree,
and PhD Degree
21.2.7 | To consider and approve the award of Implemented
various medals to BS-MS students
during the 4th Convocation
22.2 Discussion Items
22.2.1 Revision in course content proposed by the Department of

Biological Sciences

The proposal for revision of the following courses was presented:
1. BIO306: Animal Forms and Functions (4 credit)




2. BIO308: Biology Laboratory II (3 credit)

3. eBIO 404: eBIO lab II (3 credit)

4. BIO416: Biology Laboratory IV (3 credit)

After detailed deliberation the senate approved the courses with
changes in credit structure, teaching hours, references, objective and
learning outcomes. The revised document is placed at Annexure-1.
The Senate suggested the following for further discussion in the
Academic Development Committee (ADC):

1. There should be uniformity in the course template and the
structure of 3 / 4 credits (In L-T-P-C, L denotes the number of
lecture classes per week, T denotes the number of tutorial
classes per week, P denotes the number of practical classes per
week, and C denotes the credits of the course.) have to be
mentioned clearly including the teaching hours for the lectures,
tutorials etc. For the three credit courses, there should be 42
teaching hours.

2. Considering the student's perspective, the pattern of 90-minute
classes is to be stopped, and the classes are to be 60 minutes as
much as possible. The ADoAA informed that, in principle, this
should be followed from the January 2025 semester, subject to
the availability of the lecture halls and logistic support.
Otherwise, this would be implemented from the 2025-26
academic year.

3. The objective, learning outcomes, prerequisite, evaluation

modality, and complete reference have to be mentioned in the
course template.

4. Course names should be uniform and at par with other National
and International Academic Institutes.

The Senate took the serious view on the matter of revision of course
content and advised that the Head of the Department and the
committees have to spare some more time while reviewing the course
proposals, both new and revision. The teaching load of all faculties is to
be distributed uniformly.

22.2.2

Revision in course content proposed by the Department of Earth
and Environmental Sciences

Existing Credit Proposed Credit

EES 402: Global | EES 402: Global Climate
Climate Change:2 Credits Change: 4 Credits




EES 404 Basin | EES 404: Basin Analysis and
Analysis and Geology of | Geology of Fuels: 4 Credits
Fuels: 3 Credits

EES 408: | Now to be included in the list of

Sustainability elective papers. Students may opt

Informatics:4 Credits and | for two Elective papers in the

EES 412: Practices in |eighth semester instead of one
Sustainability elective.

Informatics (Lab)

After detailed deliberation, the Senate approved the courses with
changes in credit structure, teaching hours, references, objectives, and
learning outcomes. The revised document is placed at Annexure-2.
The Senate suggested that all courses be reviewed by the Academic
Development Committee (ADC) to standardize the credit allotment
across departments. :

22.2.3 Discontinuation of the course CDS202: Information for Science
and Technology
The proposal was approved after detailed discussion.

22.2.4 | Academic calendar for the AY 2024-25 Semester-11I
The proposal placed at Annexure-3 was discussed in detail and
approved the same with minor amendments. The general
comments/amendments are as follows:

1. The preparatory week has to be removed from the calendar. The
examination is to be planned after 2-3 days from the last date of
teaching. A few days may be specifically marked for laboratory
assessments / record submission / viva-voce.

2. There should be 14 teaching weeks for a semester.

3. For faculty members, visits related to
fellowship/collaboration/meetings/conferences during the
semester should not be encouraged, and should ideally not
exceed beyond 7 days. This is to ensure uncompromised teaching
commitments. A detailed guideline is to be prepared and shared
with all concerned for its implementation.

22.2.5 |Intimation regarding submission of grades for AY 2024-25

Semester-1

The Senate noted the point. The project grade submission for BSMS
students as per BSMS manual was discussed and the departments that
have not submitted the project grades have been informed to complete




the grading in a month by 20 January 2024 and submit signed grade
reports to the Academic Affairs office.

22.3 Ratification Items

22.3.1 Approvals accorded by Chairperson, Senate

The Chairperson, Senate, accorded approval on the following matters:

SN Item
1. Minutes of the 21st Meeting of the Senate held on
29-07-2024

Minutes of the 16th Meeting of the IAAC

Procedure for releasing monthly TAship/ fellowship to the
Ph.D. students

4. Recovery of Institute Fellowship amount from Ms. Megha
Biswas for the period from May to July 2024 in view of
her selection to the CSIR-SRF Direct Fellowship

Research Project grades of PhD students

Fellowship extension requests from 11 Ph.D. Students
who enrolled before 2021

7. Revised Contingency Guidelines for the Ph.D. students on
Institute Fellowship

8. Re-issuing of TC and Degree Certificate to Mr. Dilip
Kumar Sahoo

9. Course Registration of Backlog Students

10. | Approval of the following circulars:

a. Amendment in the procedure followed for Ph.D.
Thesis evaluation

b. Ph.D. guide allocation timeline

C. Publication requirement for the PhD students to be
eligible for thesis submission

d. Revision of clause no. 8.5 in the Ph.D. manual
regarding the RPC’s composition

e. Compulsory non-graded course on Research
Methodology and Ethics in Research

f. Ph.D. manual’s Section 8.2 regarding the
academic minimum criteria for the
Comprehensive Examination

g. Converting the PhD students from the R&D project
Fund to the Institute Fund after the completion of
project tenure







